
  

AUCD Central Office News 

AUCD Thanks Everyone Who Participated in the 2011 
Annual Meeting! 

Please check our conference program for 
session presentations.  
 
We would like to acknowledge once again all the 
award recipients, who were honored during the 
Awards Gala: 

 Senator Tom Harkin, Distinguished Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

 National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities, Outstanding Organizational Achievement 
Award 

 K. Charlie Lakin, PhD, Distinguished Achievement 
Award 

 Elisabeth May Dykens, PhD, Outstanding Achievement 
Award 

 William C. Gaventa, Jr., MDiv, Special Recognition 
Award 

 Kim E. Musheno, Special Recognition Award 

 Michael Barnard, Gold Star Award  

 Tim Lynagh, Gold Star Award 

 Victoria C. Pappas, PhD, Meritorious Service Award 

 Patricia McGill Smith, Leadership in Advocacy Award 

 Gail Chodron, MA, Young Professional Award 

 Meghan R. Burke, MS, Anne Rudigier Award 

 University of Arizona Sonoran UCEDD, Disability and 
Border Communities Workgroup, Multicultural Council 
Award for Leadership in Diversity 

 Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities, Council on Community 
Advocacy Award 

 Robert W. Marion, MD, Service to the Organization 
Award 

 Kendall Corbett, BA, Service to the Organization Award 

 Mary Mercer, MS, Service to the Organization Award 

 Michael Gamel-McCormick, PhD, Service to the 
Organization Award 

 Daniel B. Crimmins, PhD, President's Award 

 George S. Jesien, PhD, Legislative Committee 
Recognition 
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Dr. Rick Peterson and Dr. 
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Rick Peterson, PhD and Lakshmi 
(Hema) Mahadevan, PhD, 
faculty members at the Center 
on Disability and Development at 
the Texas A&M University (TX 
UCEDD) are the Project 
Directors of the Career and 
Technical Special Populations 
Training and Resource 
Education (CTSP). The CTSP 
provides access to career and 
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AUCD Partners with Exceptional Parent 

 

This fall marks AUCD's 
40th anniversary-a time 

to reflect on the accomplishments of the last four decades, face 
the challenges of today, and imagine the future. Throughout this 
milestone year, please look for future articles in Exceptional 
Parent that highlight and celebrate the great strengths and 
capacity of our AUCD Network and share strategies in research, 
education, and service that advance the journey towards equity 
and excellence. Read more... 

Network News - Awards 

Dr. Kerim Munir (MA ICI, UCEDD/LEND) Receives the 2011 
AACAP George Tarjan Award 

Dr. Kerim Munir, Director of Psychiatry at 
the MA ICI UCEDD/ LEND received the 
2011 AACAP George Tarjan Award. The 
American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP) George 
Tarjan Award for Contributions in 
Developmental Disabilities recognizes a 
child and adolescent psychiatrist and 
AACAP member who made significant 
contributions in a lifetime career or single 
seminal work to the understanding or care 

of those with mental retardation and developmental disabilities. 
Read more... 

 

Dr. Kerim Munir 

Terri Hancharick from the Center for Disabilities Studies 
(DE UCEDD) Receives the "Custie" Award from the State 
Council for Persons with Disabilities 

Terri Hancharick, a staff member at the 
Center for Disabilities Studies, received the 
"Custie" Award from the State Council for 
Persons with Disabilities (SCPD). Formally 
named the Mary Custis "Custie" Straughn 
Memorial Award, the "Custie" is given 
annually to a person who makes outstanding 
contributions to the disability community. 
Hancharick has been involved in this 
community on many different levels -- first as 
a parent and currently as chairperson of the 
Delaware Governor's Advisory Council for 

Exceptional Citizens. Read more... 

 

Terri 

Hancharick 

Network News - Activities & Resources 

National Service to Employment Project (NextSTEP) at the 
MA ICI Co-Coordinates Community Event for Veterans 

technology and special 
education-related multimedia 
information (books, curriculum 
materials, videos, online 
courses) to teachers, parents 
and education professionals 
throughout Texas and nationally. 
Read more... 

Events 

iPad Apps for AAC and Visual 
Strategies 

 

January 16, 2012  
Chicago, IL 

 
This seminar will include 
demonstrations of a range of 
application for augmentative 
communication available on the 
iPad/iPods. Participants will be 
given strategies on how to 
identify appropriate apps to try 
with clients and how to 
edit/modify a selection of apps. 
In addition, information will be 
provided about adaptations that 
can be made through settings, 
restrictions and accessories to 
make iTechnology work for a 
variety of individuals who need 
AAC. Read more and register. 

 

 
AAC Assessment & 

Customizing iPad/iPods for 
Communication: Hands-on 

Training with Three AAC Apps  

 

January 18, 2012  
Chicago, IL 
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During this year's US Business 
Leadership Network (USBLN) 
conference, the National Service to 
Employment Project (NextSTEP) at the 
Institute for Community Inclusion (MA 
UCEDD/LEND) partnered with the 
Kentucky Commission on Community 

Volunteerism and Service (KCCVS) to give conference 
participants an opportunity to help build Kitchen Start-up Kits for 
homeless veterans transitioning into apartments. Read more... 

Emerging Transformational Leadership Program at Mailman 
Center for Child Development (FL UCEDD/LEND) 

The Mailman Center for Child 
Development (MCCD) at University of 
Miami Miller School of Medicine has 
provided interdisciplinary leadership 
training in neurodevelopmental disabilities 
to thousands of trainees over the last 40 
years. A new initiative has been created 
to enhance the leadership training 

programs - The Emerging Transformational Leadership Program 
(ETLP) for early to mid-level career professionals. It is designed 
to help individuals reach their potential as individual leaders who 
transform systems of care for people with developmental 
disabilities. Read more... 

 

ETLP Group 

The DC LEND program at Children's National Medical 
Center Provides Training in the Middle East 

The DC LEND program at 
Children's National Medical 
Center, through a generous 
grant from the Khalifa bin 
Zayed al Nahyan Foundation, 

presently provides training to local health professionals in the 
Fujairah Emirate on the East cost of the United Arab Emirates. 
The training will result in 8 on-site week-long workshops over the 
next three years as well as distance learning materials 
generated by the DC LEND faculty. Read more... 

UCEDDs Developing Collaborative on Disability, Religion, 
and Inclusive Spiritual Supports  

With leadership from the Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on 
Developmental Disabilities (NJ UCEDD) and the Vanderbilt 
Kennedy Center (TN UCEDD), development of a National 
Collaborative on Disability, Religion, and Inclusive Spiritual 
Supports is underway. The Collaborative will develop and 
provide coordinated training, technical assistance, research, and 
product development to people with disabilities and their 
families, clergy, congregations, and service providers (both 
professional and direct support staff) in the arena of inclusive 
spiritual supports. Collaborating partners currently include the 
Human Development Institute (KY UCEDD), the Center for 

This seminar is designed for 
individuals involved in the 
identification, set up and training 
of AAC systems. The 
consideration of iPads/iPods in 
AAC Assessment will be 
discussed as well as strategies 
for app selection. Further, the 
afternoon session provides three 
one-hour break-out sessions for 
hands on training of three AAC 
apps: Proloquo2go, TouchChat 
and SonoFlex. These sessions 
will include discussion on how to 
customize specific apps and 
AAC systems to meet 
individualized needs determined 
through assessment. All 
participants will have the 
opportunity to attend each break 
out session. Read more and 
register. 

 

 
28th Annual Pacific Rim 

International Conference on 
Disability & Diversity 

 

"Living to Our Complete 
Potential" 

 
The 28th Annual Pacific Rim 
International Conference on 
Disability & Diversity (Pac Rim) 
will bring together a diverse 
international gathering of 
academics, community leaders, 
self-advocates, specialists and 
officials to Honolulu, Hawaii on 
March 26-27, 2012. The 
conference aims to inspire, 
educate and illuminate - with 
over 18 topic areas, 200 
presentations and several 
institutes, the program is fertile 
ground for dialogue and 
exchange while 'pushing the 
envelope' to ensure all human 
beings can live to their complete 
potential. Read more and 
register. 
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Leadership in Disability (GA UCEDD), Partnership for People 
With Disabilities (VA UCEDD), Center for Persons With 
Disabilities (UT UCEDD), Institute on Community Integration 
(MN UCEDD), Institute for Human Development (MO UCEDD), 
Texas Center for Disability Studies (TX UCEDD), JFK Partners 
(CO UCEDD), and Center for Community Inclusion and 
Disability Studies (ME UCEDD). Read more... 

NH Institute on Disability (UCEDD) Focuses on Aging and 
Long Term Care 

New Hampshire celebrated over 10 
years of Real Choice long-term care 
grants. "While much has been 
accomplished over these past ten 
years, we still have much to do and 
many challenges facing us over the 
next several years," said Sue Fox, 
director of several Real Choice grants 
at the IOD. "The aging of NH's 
population will present new 
challenges for the state in supporting 

all residents to live and age in the communities of their choice." 
Read more about this and other IOD initiatives related to aging 
and long term care. 

 

Real Choice 

stakeholders gather to 

celebrate 

The Center for Disabilities Studies at the University of 
Delaware Leads Delaware to First Place in National 
text4baby Contest 

In keeping with its reputation as the First State, Delaware took 
first place in a state enrollment contest for text4baby, a free text-
messaging service from the National Healthy Mothers Healthy 
Babies Coalition that provides prenatal advice and healthy 
lifestyle tips to expectant mothers and fathers. The Center for 
Disabilities Studies (CDS) at the University of Delaware is the 
lead organization for text4baby in Delaware. 
Read more... 

IA's UCEDD Hires the Nation's First Employment Specialist 
for the Money Follows the Person Initiative 

Continuing to support efforts toward becoming 
an Employment First state, Iowa's UCEDD 
has hired SueAnn Morrow as an employment 
specialist to support the state's Money 
Follows the Person (MFP) program. 
Nationally, she is the first employment 
specialist hired with 100% federal dollars to 
support a state's MFP program. Read more... 

 

SueAnn 

Morrow 

MN UCEDD Collaborates on Study of Autism in Minneapolis 
Somali Community 

Advocates in the Minneapolis Somali community have reported 
that children of Somali descent living in the city have, in the past 

 

 
2012 International Association 

for the Scientific Study of 
Intellectual Disabilities 

(IASSID) World Congress  

 

July 9 - 14, 2012  
Halifax, Nova Scotia  

 

 

The 2012 IASSID World 
Congress, "A World of Potential," 
will bring approximately 1,500 
delegates from around the world 
to Halifax. The conference will 
offer several plenary addresses 
about major advances in the 
biological, behavioral, and social 
sciences related to intellectual 
disabilities. In addition, 
presenters will share recent 
research findings in more than 
200 concurrent sessions.  

 

 
Institute on Disabilities 

Recruits for Unique Training 
Program  

 

The Institute on Disabilities at 
Temple University, College of 
Education, has started the 
recruitment phase of a unique 
training program called 
Emerging and Established 
Leaders, set to begin early next 
year. Guest speakers, experts in 
the field, will teach and lead 
discussion on a variety of topics 
such as "Leadership and 
Diversity," "Sharpening Team 
Building Efforts," and "Effective 
Community Service." Read more 
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few years, been classified as having Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD) at a higher-than-usual rate. Somali advocates have 
pressed for answers about what is going on with their children. 
In response, the Institute on Community Integration (MN 
UCEDD) at the University of Minnesota, along with the 
University's Department of Pediatrics and Department of 
Educational Psychology, and the Minnesota Department of 
Health, are collaborating on a project called, "Do Children of 
Somali Descent Have Higher ASD Prevalence?" Read more... 

Online Forum for Accessible Gardening Advice Now 
Available at WVU 

Green Thumbs, Healthy Joints, 
a program at the Center for 
Excellence in Disabilities at 

West Virginia University (WV UCEDD/LEND), is excited to 
announce a new addition to its webpage - an online forum. Read 
more... 

Institute on Disabilities at Temple University Is Invited to 
UNESCO meeting, and Welcomes Guest Speaker for 
Presentation on Complex Communication Needs 

Amy Goldman, Associate Director of Supports and Services at 
the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of 
Education, attended by special invitation, UNESCO's 
"Consultative meeting on Accessible ICTs (Information and 
Communication Technology) and Personalized Learning for 
Students with Disabilities: A Dialogue among Educators, 
Industry, Government and Civil Society." Read more... 

The Mini Course Lecture Series on Disabilities, a program of the 
Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of 
Education, welcomed Dr. David McNaughton, faculty member in 
the Special Education program at Penn State University, who 
presented his lecture "Communication, Self-Determination and 
Community: Augmentative and Alternative (AAC) Strategies to 
Support Transition." Read more... 

Submissions 

News items may be submitted for consideration to: 

Corina Miclea Rotsko 

  
 

 

and apply. 

 

Employment 
Opportunities 

AUCD Technical Assistance 
Intern 
The TA Project Intern at AUCD 
will assist and carry out work 
that will enhance the operations 
of AUCD Central Office teams 
and the AUCD Network through 
materials development, 
information exchange, and data 
collection and analysis.  This 
position will provide support on a 
wide range of activities that 
furthers the mission and goals of 
members of the AUCD network 
as well as provide the 
opportunity for career 
development. Read more and 
apply. 
 
Please check the Employment 
page on our website for more 
opportunities within the AUCD 
network. 

Stay Connected... 

Latest Updates  
  

AUCD on LinkedIn  
  

AUCD on Facebook  
  

AUCD Trainees on Facebook  
  

NIRS on Facebook  
  

Follow George Jesien  
  

AUCD on Flickr  
  

AUCD on YouTube  
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